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little upon legal checks to control the abuse of political
power. Even senates and legislative councils, devised origi-
nally to protect special interests, are today of minor conse-
quence in thwarting the erratic actions of lower chambers.
The real restraint upon the misuse of authority is public
debate, directed by vigilant parties. The leaders of a party
in office have tremendous weight. The prime minister
directs the executive and is at the same time the dominant
figure in the legislature. Yet he and his associates are
responsive to the changing tides of public opinion, which
their opponents are just as free to influence and guide.

The Dominions are distinguished from one another by
the character and aims of their political parties, the varied
activities of their governments, and the different degree of
importance attached to certain institutional symbols. In
Canada the two national parties, although they took their
names from the parties of Great Britain, have conformed
broadly to the models in the neighbouring republic. They
seek to represent in the country different regions, races,
social classes, and even religious groups. They live by
comprehension rather than by a specialized purpose or rigid
doctrines. Thus they reflect the dominant forces in a conti-
nental state with many heterogeneous social elements. Some-
what in contrast are the parties in Australia and New Zealand,
which respond less to racial cleavages and regional tensions;
they are more fully preoccupied with the interests of social
classes, and, in the case of one party at least, the aggressive
furtherance of social amelioration. More closely than in
Canada they resemble the political parties of Great Britain,
and in disciplines and creeds are shaped by the kind of
contest in which they are engaged. In South Africa parties
hitherto have struggled over the emotive issues of colour,
nationalism, and the symbols of nationalism, creating a
political atmosphere saturated with an emotion, divergent
from that prevalent in the Dominions of the South Pacific.